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$800 BILLION = 4% of the U.S. GDPSALES

15.1 MILLION PEOPLE = 10% of the nation’s workforceEMPLOYMENT

1 MILLION+ serving millions every dayLOCATIONSHOW BIG IS 
AMERICA’S 

RESTAURANT 
INDUSTRY?

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Restaurant.org  •  TXRestaurant.org

$54.1 billion
Estimated sales in Texas’s 

restaurants in 2017

45,418
Eating and drinking place  
locations in Texas in 2016

1,315,800
Restaurant and foodservice jobs 

in Texas in 2018 = 10% of 
employment in the state

And by 2028, that  
number is projected  
to grow by 16.4%

= 216,200 additional jobs,  
for a total of 1,532,000

Texas
RESTAURANT INDUSTRY AT A GLANCE

Restaurants are a driving force in Texas’s economy. They provide jobs and build careers for 
thousands of people, and play a vital role in local communities throughout the state.



Texas’s Restaurants
JOBS AND ENTREPRENEURIAL OPPORTUNITIES IN EVERY COMMUNITY

	 John Cornyn (R)

	 Ted Cruz (R)

	 EATING AND DRINKING PLACES:
		  Establishments	 Employees
	 U.S. SENATORS	 in the state	 in the state*

1	 Louie Gohmert (R) 	 1,030	 23,477

2	 Ted Poe (R) 	 1,668	 38,034

3	 Sam Johnson (R) 	 1,393	 31,759

4	 John Ratcliffe (R) 	 1,163	 26,517

5	 Jeb Hensarling (R) 	 885	 20,183

6	 Joe Barton (R) 	 1 ,117	 25,478

7	 John Culberson (R) 	 1,744	 39,761

8	 Kevin Brady (R) 	 1,235	 28,151

9	 Al Green (D) 	 971	 22,131

10	 Michael T. McCaul (R) 	 1,372	 31,277

11	 K. Michael Conaway (R) 	 1,271	 28,981

12	 Kay Granger (R) 	 1,294	 29,512

13	 Mac Thornberry (R) 	 1,246	 28,406

14	 Randy K. Weber, Sr. (R) 	 1,223	 27,886

15	 Vicente Gonzalez (D) 	 1,077	 24,547

16	 Beto O’Rouke (D) 	 1,269	 28,929

17	 Bill Flores (R) 	 1,284	 29,277

18	 Sheila Jackson Lee (D) 	 1,305	 29,748

19	 Jodey C. Arrington (R) 	 1,154	 26,304

	 EATING AND DRINKING PLACES:
		  Establishments	 Employees
	 U.S. REPRESENTATIVES	 in the state	 in the state*

	 45,418	 1,035,500

*Texas’s 1,035,500 eating-and-drinking-place jobs represent the majority of the state’s total restaurant and foodservice 
workforce of 1,315,800 jobs, with the remainder being non-restaurant foodservice positions.

20	 Joaquin Castro (D) 	 1,086	 24,764

21	 Lamar Smith (R) 	 1,909	 43,526

22	 Pete Olson (R) 	 1,317	 30,036

23	 Will Hurd (R) 	 1,314	 29,950

24	 Kenny Marchant (R) 	 2,071	 47,215

25	 Roger Williams (R) 	 1,480	 33,736

26	 Michael Burgess (R) 	 1,240	 28,263

27	 Blake Farenthold (R) 	 1,330	 30,312

28	 Henry Cuellar (D) 	 864	 19,688

29	 Gene Green (D) 	 700	 15,955

30	 Eddie Bernice Johnson (D) 	 1,159	 26,418

31	 John Carter (R) 	 1,101	 25,097

32	 Pete Sessions (R) 	 1,678	 38,256

33	 Marc Veasey (D) 	 1,054	 24,022

34	 Filemon Vela (D) 	 983	 22,412

35	 Lloyd Doggett (D) 	 1,374	 31,326

36	 Brian Babin (R) 	 1,060	 24,165

	 TOTAL	 45,418	 1,035,500

	 EATING AND DRINKING PLACES:
		  Establishments	 Employees
	 U.S. REPRESENTATIVES	 in the state	 in the state*

Source: National Restaurant Association, based on data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics & U.S. Census Bureau, 2016
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